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Our value-chain 
partners

J.R.D. Tata 
Chairman, Tata Sons (1938 – 1991)  

(on the pace of expansion of the Tata group in the 1960s and 70s)

If we had done some of the things that some other groups have 

done, we would have been twice as big as we are today.  

But we didn’t, and I would not have it any other way.
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I. Governments

Political non-alignment
1.	 We shall act in accordance with the 

constitution and governance systems of 
the countries in which we operate. We do 
not seek to influence the outcome of public 
elections, nor to undermine or alter any 
system of government. We do not support 
any specific political party or candidate for 
political office. Our conduct must preclude 
any activity that could be interpreted as 
mutual dependence/favour with any political 
body or person, and we do not offer or give 
any company funds or property or other 
resources as donations to any specific political 
party, candidate or campaign.

	 Any financial contributions considered by 
our Board of Directors in order to strengthen 
democratic forces through a clean electoral 
process shall be extended only through the 
Progressive Electoral Trust in India, or by a 
similar transparent, duly-authorised, non-
discriminatory and non-discretionary vehicle 
outside India.

Government engagement
2.	 We engage with the government and 

regulators in a constructive manner in order 
to promote good governance. We conduct 
our interactions with them in a manner 
consistent with our Code.

3.	 We do not impede, obstruct or improperly 
influence the conclusions of, or affect the 
integrity or availability of data or documents 
for any government review or investigation.
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OUR Group companies

I do not think anyone was on par with Jamsetji as an industrial visionary. 

But that is not the sole reason why I have been an admirer of Jamsetji. 

The major reason was his sense of values, sterling values, which he 

imparted to this group. If someone were to ask me, what holds the 

Tata companies together, more than anything else, I would say it is our 

shared ideals and values which we have inherited from Jamsetji Tata.

J.R.D. Tata 
Chairman, Tata Sons (1938 – 1991)
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J. OUR Group companies

3.	 We shall have processes in place to ensure 
that no third party or joint venture uses the 
TATA name/brand to further its interests 
without proper authorisation.

4.	 Our Board of Directors shall consider for 
adoption policies and guidelines periodically 
formulated by Tata Sons and circulated to 
group companies.

	�Y ou are in the process of selecting potential vendors for an IT project in our company. In the 
final shortlist of two companies, one is a new start-up with limited references and a lower 
price-quotation, while the other is a Tata company with thirty years of implementation 
experience and good references, but a marginally higher quote for the same job.  With all 
other parameters of choice being nearly equal, which company should you select for the job?  

	� While price is undoubtedly an important criterion for decision making, it is clearly not the only one 
to be evaluated. You may also need to consider good customer references, proven track record and 
shared value systems in order to decide on your IT partner. 

	 �You are in the process of selecting potential vendors for a project. One of the three finalists  
is a group company. In reviewing the final proposals, you rank the group company second 
out of the three proposals based on pricing and total cost of ownership, and select the  
first-ranked vendor. Is this the right decision?  

	� Yes. You should select the vendor that, on its own merits, is the vendor that is most appropriate for 
your company’s requirements.  You should not select a group company only because of its affiliation. 

AQ&

1.	 We seek to cooperate with our group 
companies, including joint ventures, by 
sharing knowledge, physical resources, 
human and management resources and 
adopting leading governance policies and 
practices in accordance with applicable law 
including adherence to competition law, 
where relevant.  

2.	 We shall strive to achieve amicable resolution 
of any dispute between us and any of our 
group companies, through an appropriate 
dispute resolution mechanism so that it does 
not adversely affect our business interests 
and stakeholder value.  
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	�M y supervisor has asked me to do something which I believe may be illegal. I am afraid if  
I do not do what I am told, I could lose my job. Should I do it? 

	 �No. Breaking the law is never an option. Discuss the situation with your supervisor to be certain that  
you both understand the facts. If your concerns are not resolved, contact a higher level supervisor, 
the Ethics Counsellor, the Legal department or report them via the company’s confidential reporting 
system, if available. 

	 �I feel that my supervisor is treating me unfairly for reporting a concern to the Ethics 
Counsellor. What should I do?

	 �Retaliation against anyone who raises a concern is a violation of the Code. You should therefore 
promptly report this action of your supervisor to the Ethics Counsellor or the MD/CEO of your 
company or via the company’s confidential reporting system, if available.

AQ&

Raising Concerns

We encourage our employees, customers, suppliers 
and other stakeholders to raise concerns or make 
disclosures when they become aware of any actual 
or potential violation of our Code, policies or law. 
We also encourage reporting of any event (actual 
or potential) of misconduct that is not reflective of 
our values and principles. 

Avenues available for raising concerns or queries or 
reporting cases could include:

•	� immediate line manager or the Human 
Resources department of our company

•	� designated ethics officials of our company

•	� the ‘confidential reporting’ third party ethics 
helpline (if available)

•	� any other reporting channel set out in our 
company’s ‘Whistleblower’ policy.

We do not tolerate any form of retaliation against 
anyone reporting legitimate concerns. Anyone 
involved in targeting such a person will be subject 
to disciplinary action. 

If you suspect that you or someone you know 
has been subjected to retaliation for raising a 
concern or for reporting a case, we encourage 
you to promptly contact your line manager, the 
company’s Ethics Counsellor, the Human Resources 
department, the MD/CEO or the office of the 
group’s Chief Ethics Officer. 
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Accountability

This Code is more than a set of prescriptive 
guidelines issued solely for the purpose of 
formal compliance. It represents our collective 
commitment to our value system and to our core 
principles. 

Every person employed by us, directly or indirectly, 
should expect to be held accountable for his/her 
behaviour. Should such behaviour violate this Code, 

SPEAK UP…
If you are unsure whether a particular action you are about to take is consistent with the principles 
set forth in the Code, ask yourself:

•	 Could it directly or indirectly endanger someone or cause them injury?

•	 Is it illegal/unlawful or out of line with our policies and procedures?

•	 Does my conscience reject it? Does it conflict with my personal values?

•	 �Would I feel uncomfortable if the story appeared in the media? Would it shame my company, 
spouse, partner, parent or child?

•	 Does it ‘feel’ wrong?

If the answer to any of these questions is “Yes”, please stop and consult your reporting manager, 
the Ethics Counsellor, the Human Resource department, the Legal department or any member of 
the senior management team, to assist you in making the decision.

When faced with a dilemma: Stop, Think, Act Responsibly

they may be subject to action according to their 
employment terms and relevant company policies.

When followed in letter and in spirit, this Code is 
‘lived’ by our employees as well as those who work  
with us. It represents our shared responsibility to all 
our stakeholders, and our mutual commitment to 
each other.
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Note

The Code does not provide a comprehensive and complete explanation of all expectations from a 
company standpoint or obligations from a stakeholder standpoint. 

Our employees have a continuing obligation to familiarise themselves with all applicable law, group-level 
advisories and policies, company-level policies, procedures and work rules as relevant. For any guidance 
on interpretation of the Code, we may seek support from our company’s Ethics Counsellor or from the 
group’s Chief Ethics Officer, as appropriate. 

All joint ventures are encouraged to adopt the Tata Code of Conduct (TCOC) or a code of conduct that 
incorporates all elements of the TCOC. 

This version of the Tata Code of Conduct supersedes all earlier versions and associated documents and 
stands effective from 29th July, 2015.

For any query or clarification on the Code, please contact the office of the group’s Chief Ethics Officer via  
email at: ethicsoffice@tata.com.

TCOC_Booklet_Revised 27Mar2017 Final.indd   32 3/27/17   2:28 PM



33

Tata Code of Conduct – 2015

I acknowledge that I have received the Tata Code of Conduct.

I have read the Tata Code of Conduct and I acknowledge that as a Tata employee, I am required to 
comply with the guidelines described therein and failure to do so may subject me to action as per my 
employment terms and relevant company policies.

If I have a concern about a violation, or a potential violation of the Tata Code of Conduct, I understand 
that there are channels available to me in my company to report such concerns. By making use of these 
channels when necessary, I will play my part in maintaining the high ethical standards to which we  
hold ourselves.

Signature: _________________________________

Date: _____________________________________

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Department: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

(Please submit this declaration to your Ethics Counsellor or the Human Resource department of your company.)

"
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NoteS
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NoteS
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